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In the winter and spring of 1862, a ting force of Comceclerate cava|r3, Companq A of baq[or‘s
Regiment of Arizona Rangers, conducted a brilliant camPaign in the deserts of what is now Arizona.
Under the command of Captain (!ater Colonel) Sherocl f“lunter, this ting Confcderate force
(consisting of less than 100 men), liberated what is now the state of Arizona from the rule of the

United States, carried the Comcederate )qag near[3 to the banks of the Coloraclo River (tl’le farthest
west Pcnctration of the Comccdcratc army), delayed }33 more than a month the invasion of Arizona bg

a 2,000-man Urxion army from Calhcornia, and Fought and won the westernmost battle of the War
Between the States (Ficacho Pass, April 15, 1862). Yet toclag Captain [Hunter and his command
are rarcly mentioned in the histories of the \War Between the States, and the campaign itself is almost
Forgottcn. T his article will attempt to correct that irjustice‘

(Governor Jol’m K. Baglor
(Confederate Tcrritory of Arizona

On ]:ebruarg 10, 1862, Captain [unter received the Fo”owing order from his commanéing officer, | t.
Coloncl Jo]’m Robert Baglor.1

HEADOQUARTERS, Mesila,

/:céruarﬂ ]O, 1862

CAFTAINSHEROD FIUNTER

5/K You w//[ without a’c/aﬂ, move with your compary to Tucson and select some /ooim‘ in the w'c/n/ty
of that p/ace for a camp until further orders. You will also escort Co[ Jas Kl’/@y (5/(:) to the Mcx/can

/Dorder, or to some /oo/nt where he can get an escort from the Mex/can authorities. T/?C detachment of

Capt. /'/c/m s Company will return with Co[ K/’/@y.

K cspcct)[u// /,
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INOR BAYLOR
Col Crdls:

]n a scparatc documcnt, f’iuntcr received sPechCic orders for his oPcratior\s after his arrival in Tucson.
[Hunter was to "maintain law and order both among the citizens and soldiers” in ] ucson; to "cultivate
amicable relations” with the citizens of the Mexican state of Sonora; to make a treaty with the chiefs of
the Fima and Fapago |ndians, and to secure the aid of said |ndian tribes against the Apaches; to
attempt to open communications with (California and to secure recruits for the (Confederate armies
thcr@crom; and to scout forward toward [Tort Yuma and to report the activities of the umon forces

stationed there.”
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MaP of the Confederate Territorg of Arizona

The genesis of these orders goes back to August of 1861, when Baglor, at the head of 250
(Confederate cavalrgmen, invaded the Unitecl States Territorg of New Mexico. Ba3|or had caPturecl
the (Union garrison of Fort [Fillmore (interestingly enough, Sherod Hunter had served as a civilian
scout under Bag!or’s command during this campaign), and issued a Proc[amation sPIitting off the
southern half of the New Mexico Tcrritorg and creating the (Confederate Tcrritorq of Arizona.b
T ucson, although selected as the site of one of the two District (Courts for the new Terrl’torg, had

received little other benefit from Baybr’s action. | he town was under virtual siege }35 the Apachcs,
and Governor Bag[or simplg had no troops to spare forits Protection. Mines and ranches in the area
had to be abancloned, as the miners and ranchers gatherecl within Tucson‘s adobe walls to escape the

marauding Apachc raiders.”
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Brigadicr cncral chry fﬂopkins Siblcg
Commander of the Confcderate Armg of New Mexico

Upon the arrival in [December 1861 of brigac{ier (General Henrg Hopkins 5ibleg and his three
regiments of T exas cavalrg, granc”g named the "Army of New Mexico" }33 their commander, the militar3
situation in the (Confederate Tcrritorg of Arizona changec{‘ Rather than stancling on the defensive, as
Bay]or had been forced to do since his victory in August, the (onfederates would now take the
offensive and invade the northern half of the old ( ].S. Tcrritorg of New Mexico, which was still under
(Union control. Control of this Territorg, Sibleg believed, would Provfcle a base for the invasion and
occupation of California, Colorado, Utah, and northern Mexico.5

Siblcg rccognizcc{ the imPor‘tancc of Tucson and Western Arizona for the Comccclcracy. ]t was thus
that Sib]eg wrote, on \)anuarg 27,1862, a letter to the Adjutant Genera| of the Comcederate States
Armg, Gencral Samucl Cooper, which included the Fo”owing passage:

"With a view to the /orotect/on of the /'m/oortanf and growing interest, cﬁ/b)[/ﬂ mineral, in VWestern
Arizona, and for the further purpose of olocn/ng communications with 5out/7c’m Ca//fomfa, whose
Pcop/e are favora/)/y inclined to our (Government, [ have ordered one company (¢ Calotalh [Hunter's) of
Co/onc/ Bay/or’s command to take Post at Tucson. #

uPon rccciPt of Governor Baglor‘s order, Captain [Hunter and his men saddled up to bcgin a long
and arduous joumcg that would last almost two weeks. Huntcr and his men encountered great
difficulties cluring the trip from Mesilla to T ucson, not the least of which was Mother Nature herself.
\iolent storms Plaguccl the command through its cntircjourncy, and not all of them would complete the
_joumcg alive...Frivate Benjamin Mags succumbed to P!eurisg at San Simon whilst en route to | ucson.
It was thus a battcrecl, and |i§<c|5 very raggecuooking company of Comccc{cratc Arizona Rangcrs which
rode into Tucson on Februarg 28,1 8627



s A

T ucson, Arizona as it aPPcarcd in 1864

[Hunter, in a report dated APriI 5, 1862, described in g|owing terms the reaction of | ucson's Pcoplc to
the arrival of the Confederate troops, saying that “My timely arrival with my command was hailed by a
majoritg, may ] say the entire Population of the town of Tucson.”8 [However, [Funter's statement is not
entire!g correct. While there is no doubt that the majoritg of the Anglo Populatfon of T ucson was of
decided Confederate {:eelings (indeed, the local militia had, even before the arrival of [Hunter and his
command, gone into battle against the Apachcs whilst Possibly carrying a (Confederate ﬁagy, and
there had been secession conventions in | ucson in March and August of 186 i)’o, there were,

ncvcrthclcss, anumber of Urxion Men in T ucson.

One of Funter's first acts after his arrival in T ucson, after Procuring food and clothing for his men,
was to call in the known (Jnion men. [Hunter Presentecl them with the Fo”owing oath, giving them the
oPtion of either signing it or Icaving T ucson:

1] do solemn!g swear or affirm that | will be a true and logal citizen of the (Government of the
(onfederate Statcs of America. And that ] will bear true a”cgiancc (sic) to the same. That| will as a
faithful and good citizen observe and obeg all laws of said (Government. T!’xat | will at all times whenever
rcquircd }33 the proper authoritg take up arms in defense of the rights and liberties of said
Govemment‘ Ancl that ] herebg renounce a”cgiance to all and every other Govemment but that of the

ConFcc{crate Statcs of Amcrica. 50 hclp me Goc{."’ ]

Several, such as Sam T‘luglﬁes, Feter Bradg, So!omon Warner, and Esteban Oclﬁoa, refused to sign

the oath. Ochoa was cspccia”g cloqucnt, saying, ”CaPtain Hunter, it is out of the question for me to

swear allegiance to an arty or power hostile to the nited tates government, for to that
g Yy party p g )

government ] owe all my Prospcrit}j and happincss. thn, Sir, do you wish me to go™" T'iuntcr gave him

an hour to ga’c!ﬂcr his belongings and get out of town."” Hunter confiscated the Proper‘tg of Tucson

(Unionists and used it to Provide for the needs of his men. e also confiscated (nion-owned mines in

the area, but it is doubtful whether he got any of them in opcration for the (:omcccleracg.I§



Be that as it may, however, there is no doubt that ncarly everyone in Tucson was elated to have
Captain [Hunter and his command in the town. One did not have to be a secessionist to welcome the
presence of soldiers and their Protcctior\ from the marauc{ir\g Apachcs. Ar\c{ there were Plcnty of

secessionists in | ucson who welcomed Hunter not only as a protector, but as a liberator.

Raising the Comcec{cratc Hag over Tucson
March 1, 1862

Cap’cain [Junter's command was accompanied to ] ucson bg Colonel James Kei!g and his escort from
the Avrizona (Guards. But Rcilg would not stay in T ucson, as he had important business of his own,
namc!y a diplomatic mission to the (Governor of the Mexican state of \Sonora.]4 [However, he tarried
Iong enouglﬁ in T ucson to take part in the formal F|ag~raising ceremony (March 1, 1862), wherebg
Captain [Hunter took o]cmciciany took Posscssion of Tucson, and Western Arizona, for the
(Confederate States of America. Rei|3, a renowned orator, made a rousing speec!n which was received
with cheers bg the crowd, a|though the words have not been recorded.'” On March 3 1862, Coloncl
Rei!g clePartecl for Sonora, accompaniecl bg his escort, 20 men led }33 | ieutenant James Henrg

chis.lé

]:ortunatelg, CaPtain [Hunter was able to gain a number of recruits for his Compang at | ucson, which
Partia”g compcnsatcc{ for the drain imPoscd bg the need to Providc an escort for Colonel Reilg. Eight
T ucson residents enlisted in the Arizona Rangers at | ucson on March 1, 1862. TI’ICH were | homas
Childs, William Tinley, John [Ham, John W. [Hill, John |nsalman, John Keegan, James King, and
Frederick Summit. In aclclition, Privates | homas McAlpine, Thomas Farre”, and Davis Wisc{omj all
members of the Avrizona (Guards which had come to Tucson as part of Coloncl Rcily‘s escort,
transferred into [Hunter's company at Tucson on March 1, 1862."7 Fina”g, | ieutenant John W.
”Jack” Swiuing, also of the Arizona (Guards (he had commanded (Colonel Reilg‘s escort until its arrival
in ] ucson) remained in | ucson after the dcparturc of Co|oncl Kcilg’s escort for 501’\0[‘8, and took an



active part in the uPcoming campaign. [He may have transFerrecl, as did the three Privates mentioned
abovc, into Huntcr‘s company, but if so all record of the transfer has been lost."* Thus rcingorccd,

Sheroc{ [unter and the Avrizona Rangers Preparecl for the coming campaign‘

e

Tl‘le -Fipma anages

Shcroc{ [Hunter, too, was not long idle in Tucson. On March 3, 1862, the same da9 that Coloncl
Rci!g left for Sonora, Captain [Hunter set out with about 20-30 men (the remainder Eaving been sent
out in detachments against the ever-troublesome APachcs) for the vi”ages of the Fima [ndians. T hese
vi”ages were located on the (Gila River, near the sites of the present c133 towns of Sacaton and (asa
Girande, Arizona (thc Fimas still live in the region, which is toc{ay cncompassed bg the Gila River Jndian

Reservation). "

[Hunter's mission at the Fima vi”agcs was twofold. [irst, Captain [Hunter had orders from (overnor
Baglor to negotiate and establish Frienc”g relations with the Fimas, and to enlist their aid in )Cigl—uting the
common enemy of both the Fimas and the Comccc{cratcs...thc Apache.zo Scconc{, Huntcr had heard
in ] ucson rumors of an imminent invasion of Arizona }33 a (Jnion army from California. Part of his
motivation for going to the Fima vi”agcs was to investigate these rumors, and if the rumors were found

to be true, to do what he could to delag the progress of this invasion.”’

uPon his arriva], [Hunter met with the chief of the Fimas, Antonio /\zul.ZZ The Fimas had alwags been
Frienc”g to the white Population, and the Politica| Aispute then in progress between the North and the
South held no mcaning for them. Huntcr therefore had no dhcxcicultg in sccuring a mutual defense treaty
between the Comcecleracg and the Fimas.M



EEEESSEER  E

White's Mill

Hunter soon discovered the truth of the rumors he had heard conceming the formation of a UHion
army in California, and that army's intention to invade Arizona. | he California Column, a brigade of
aPProximatelg 1,500 men under the command of Colonel James Henr3 Car|eton, was indeed
Preparing to invade Arizona.” Jn Prcparation for that invasion, a federal Purchasing agent had been at
work among the Pimas, purchasing wheat for the (nion forces. | he agent, one Ammi M. White, was
the owner of a grist mill located at the villages, and had accumulated a store of 1,500 sacks of wheat.
Captain [Hunter ordered the arrest of Mr. White, and confiscated all of V\/hitc’s property, cspccia”y
the wheat. ”Ttlis (wheat) | distributed among the ]n&ians," Hunter later wrote, "as | had no means of
transportation, and deemed this a better Policg of c{isposing of it than to destroy it or leave it for the
benefit (should it fall into their hands) of the enemg.”Zj

A!though [Hunter did not know it, the confiscation of this 1,500 sacks of wheat would prove to be one
of the most effective blows he would strike against the (rion Calitomia Column. The Union army
had dcpenc{ed on that wheat being at the Fima vi”agcs when thcg arrived, and it Provcd a severe
inconvenience to them when theg found it was not available for their use. |ndeed, the final (Jnion
advance to | ucson was dc!aged }35 more than two weeks because the umon leaders could not arrange
for the supplies needed for their men. T he Fimas would not accept (Union currency, and would onlg
trade their wheat for manta, a type of tradecloth. The Ur\ion forces had ncglectcd to bring any manta
with ttremmttleg had thought the wheat was there waiting for them! Captafn William Ca“owag,
commanding the advance guard of the California Column upon its arrival at the Pima vi”agcs, would
write to his supcriors, “5end us Manta or we will starve. We have on!3 one dag‘s rations at Prescnt.“ Jt
took mostof two weeks to get sufficient suPP!ies of manta to Purct;asc cnough wheat to supp|3 the
(Union troops. During that time the (nionists lived on the scanty suPPIies they had brougt'lt wlth them,

and on the generosity of the Fima.lé

An interesting Postscript to the story of the confiscated wheat was Provicled bg Jol’m Ross Prowne,

author of ADVENTURES IN THE AFACHE COUNTRY: A TOUR
TrﬂROUGr{ AR]ZONA, 1864. Brownc informs us that in 1863 the Fimas sold over a million



Pounds of wheat to the Fecleral Govemment. ]ncluclecl in that total was much of the wheat confiscated
b\lj T'hmtcr and redistributed to the Fima the year before.””

Captain Wi”iam McClcavc
i st California Cava!rg

[However, the siezure of Ammi Whitc and his wheat was not to be the onlg incident of note c{urir\g
Hunter's stay at the Pima vi”ages. As [Hunter himself later wrote, "\While c{elaging at the Pima vi”ages,
awaiting the arrival of a train of 50 wagons which was reportccl to be en route for that P|acc for said
wheat (whiclﬁ rePor’c, however, turned out to be untrue) my Pickets discovered the aPProaclﬁ of a
detachment of Cavalry, and which detachment, | am happy to say, we succeeded in capturing without
Firing a gun. This detachment consisted of Captain William McC!eavc and nine men of the [First
California Cava]ry.”w

T he manner of this capture deserves some elaboration. CaP’cain Mc(leave and his escort of nine men
rode into the Pima vi”ages on the morning of a clag in mid-March, 1862 (the date is uncertain...various
sources give dates as various as March 6,9,10,11, and 18. McC|eave’s service record shows a date
of March 10, and the Paro|cs issued to the captured Union enlisted men bg Hunter show a date of
March 11, so it was almost certain13 one of those two dates).w Leaving his most of escort behind,
McC]cavc went with two men to the home of Ammi Whitc, the miller and federal Purchasing agent who
had been arrested bg Hunter (White had, }39 this time, alreaclg been sent to T ucson under guard).
When Mc(Cleave knocked on White's door, a man answered, dressed in civilian clothes. T his was
actua”g one of CaPtain Huntcr’s men, roused from slccp by the knock at the door. thn McCIcavc
asked to see Mr. White, the man left and returned with another man who said he was Mr.. White (it was,
in fact, none other than Captain Sherod Hunter himself, posing as the miller). CaPtain Mc(Cleave,
who had never seen White Persona”g, and who believed himself to be among friends, innocent|3
answered a number of qucstions for Huntcr. As thcg spokc, a Iargc number of other men (also
(Confederate soldiers) drifted into the room. Fina”g [Hunter, having learned cver}jthing he wished to
know, revealed himself. Suclc{enlg clrawing his PistoL he informed the astonished (Union officer that |
am CaPtain Hunter of the 5outhem army. Consider 3ourse|ves Prisoners. Lay down your arms.”
W}’ren McCIeave resPonc{ec{ that he would do notl’xing of the kincl, Hunter warned, ”]F you make a
single motion |'ll blow your brains out. You are in my power, surrender immcdiately.“ Mc(Cleave did so.

Anc{ sl‘uor'ltlg afterward Huntcr‘s men capturcd the rest of McCleave’s escort without a shot being



fired.”® T!’xe outraged McC!eave is said to have cha”engec{ Hunter to a fist gig}wt, but [Hunter cleclinecl,
doubtless with some Pointed remark to the effect that "all is fair in love and war.””' McC!cavc and his

. 52
men were soon on their way, unclerguarcl, to | ucson.’

The capture of McCleave did not end [Hunter's activities at the ima villages. While still at that place,
he learned that the Union forces had been storing hag at all of the former Butter‘?ielcl Overlancl
Stagccoach stations between the vi”agcs and [Tort Yuma.ﬁ The need to Provic{c Foragc for the largc
number of animals moving with the California Column t!’n"oug!n the arid wastes of Arizona was an
”Achi”cs Hccl” that could be cxploitcd to c{clag any invasion of Arizona from Calhcornia, and Hunter
determined to clojust that.””

Huntcr sent out detachments to burn the hag, which theg succeeded in cloing at six of the stations.”’
Although it is not certain, it is Possible that some of [TJunters Patro[s reached the banks of the
(Colorado River whilst searclﬁfng for these stations. Put whether tlﬁeg did or tlﬁeg didr’t, these Probes
marked the westernmost Penctration of the Confederate Armg during the war. And it would be a ha5~
buming detachment which would Precipitate the farthest west skirmish of the war, at Stanwix Station.

Lt \)o!’m W. ”Jack” Swi”ing
Arizona Guards

On March 30, 1862, (onfederates Possiblg under the command of [ ieutenant John W. " Jack®
Swfufng% were torching the Hag stored for the use of the (nion army at Stanwix Otation, an
abandoned stop on the old Buttcrficlc{ Overland Stagccoach route located on the (Gila River, about
80 miles east of [Tort Yuma. While ’cheg were engaged in this activity, tlﬂeg encountered the vanguard of
a force of 272 men, sent from ]:or't Yuma to the rescue of the hapless Captain Wi”iam McCleave
(capturec{ by [Hunter at the Fima vi”agcs on March 18). This Urxion force was commanded }33
Captain William Ca”owag The Confederates fired at the apProacl’ling Yankee soldiers, wouncling
Frivate V\/i”iam Scmmilrogge of the [irst Ca]hcornia Cavalrg in the right shoulder (Scmmilbroggc
survived the wouncl)‘ Tl‘le Comcec{erates then ﬂec{, Pursuec] ]33 a detachment of Union horsemen under



Captain Nathaniel Pishon. Tlﬁeg eluded the Pursuit, and [33 hard ricling were able to }Jring word of the
skirmish to T ucson }D\lj APriI 5, when Hunter's official report was made.””

Captain Hunter, upon Icarning of the aPProachir\g umon force, did two things. First, he disPosed of
his Prisoncrs, Paroling CaPtain McC|eavc‘s nine-man escort and scnding them back to [Fort Yuma,
and senc{ing Mc(Cleave and miller White under guarcl to Mesilla, on the Rio Grancle.% The escort
assigned to conve c((leave an ite to Mesilla was none other than | icutenant Swilling, who ha
aned 4 McCl d White to Mesill her than | Spwilling, who had
_just returned from the engagement at Stanwix Station. Swi”ing left for the Rio (Grande with his
Prisoncrs by April 6, 1862 (5wi|1ing thus could not have commanded the (Confederate forces at the
uPcoming battle of Ficaclﬁo Fass...lﬁe was many, many miles away when the battle occurred. T!’xat
5wi”ing was present at the said battle is one of the most persistent mgths surrounding that event,
found even in very recent history tcxts).” Scconc{, T'iuntcr stationed a Pic‘«it detachment on the Fort
Yuma~to~Tucson road at a Place called Ficaclﬁo Fass‘ Tl’lis detachment consisted of Sergeant Henrg
[Holmes and nine men. " There was at that P|acc a former station of the old Buttcrﬂc]d Overland
Stagecoaclﬁ line, as well as a sPring, and the elevation of Ficacho Feak afforded a sweeping view of the

surrounding country...a Pcrpcct observation Point for Pickcts watching forinvaders from the north.

Thc Urxion force encountered bg the Cornccclcratcs at Stanwix Station soon moved on to the Fima
\/i”a €s, and thus the stage was set for the westernmost battle of the War Bctwccn the States, the
2 2
Battle of Ficacho Fass. Captain Calloway, the (nion commander, heard upon his arrival at the
P 9 p
vi”ages of the Confederate Pic‘«:t post at Ficacho f)ass.‘H Ca”owag had orders to attempt the
caPture of Tucson, and he realized that the Pickets stationed at Ficacl’lo could warn the Comcederate
commander there of his aPProacH He therefore determined to capture them, and thcrcby preserve the

acivantage of surPrise for his attack on ~rucson.4Z

Ca“owag divided his force. Lcaving the Fima \/i”agcs on APriI i4, he Pcrsona”g led the main force of
cava!rg and inFantrg from the Fima vi”ages clirectly down the T ucson road. [He also detached two
squads, one under the command of Licutcnant Ephraim C Baldwin, and another of 12 men under the
command of Lieutcnant Jamcs Barr@tt, and ordered them to circle around the eastern and western
faces of Ficacho Fcak, entering the pass from the south and cutting off the retreat of the Comccdcratc
Pickets lﬁolding the pass. Barrett made better time, and arrived at the pass on APriI 15,1862, while | t.
Balclwin’s party and the main boc{}j were both still some miles away. Hc had orders to wait for the main
bocly, but like Custer at the | ittle Big [Hom 14 years later, he clisobcgecl orders and attacked

immeciiatelgﬁ'5

Parrett sighted the Confederate campsite, and ordered his men to charge‘ Barrett fired his revolver
and shouted for the three (Confederates then at the campsite <5gt. [Holmes, and Frivates \John Hill
and William Dwger) to surrender. | he surPrisec{ (Confederates threw down their arms as the (Union
cavalrymcn swept into the encampment, and the Unionists made them Prisoncrs. [However, the noise of

Barrett‘s ﬁ'ring and shouts alerted the other seven Comccderatcs to the c{angcr, and thcg gathercd



togetlﬁer in a defensive Position ina near53 thicket. T here tlﬂeg Prepared a nasty surPrise for this
brash (nion officer and his men.

Barrctt, Icaming from his Prisoncrs that other (onfederates were ncarbg, ordered his men to mount
and move to flush them out. Barrctt’s civilian Scout, one Mr. John W. Jones, Pleadcc{ with the
| jeutenant to go in dismounted, lmowing that the mounted men would present Pchcct targets. Jtis
Iike]g that Jones also feared that the poor qualitg (California horses on which the (Jnion troops were
mounted would Iikelg Pitcl’r their riders at the sound of gumcire. Barrett refused to heed the words of
this civilian] mounted his horse, and led his men into the thicket. Thc civilian scout's warnings Provecl
Prophetic...the advancing bluecoats were met }33 a vo”eg of gungire as theg entered the thicket which, as
Captain Ca”owag later rePortcd, "emptied four saddles.” Ca”owa9 doesn’t spcchcg how the saddles
were emPtiec{, so whether the four (/\nion riders were victims of accuratcl9~aimec{ ComCederate bu”ets,
or were ignominiouslg clumpecl from the saddle as their horses reared in fear at the sound of he

Confederate guns, is open to debate. ™

Barrctt now ordered his men to dismount, and to advance on foot. [For the next ninety minutes the two
sides Fought clesperatelg in the mesquite and sahuaro thickets on the 5|opes of Ficacho Peak. When
the shooting cnc{cd, three of the Ur\ionists |33 dcad, and three others were wounded. The dead were
as Fo”ows...Lieutcnant Jamcs Barrctt, shot through the ncck; Frivatc Gcorgc Johnston, ComPany
A, First California Cavalxy, shot througlﬁ the heart; and Private William S. | eonard of Compan3 D,
First California Cavalry, shot in the back (the bullet ranging upward exiting out of his mou’th).ﬂrj

The Um'on dead were buried where thcg fell on the battlcﬁcld, and a rough wooden cross was erected
to mark the spo’c. ]nterestinglg, on|3 one of them remains there todag‘ ln 1892 the Armg removed the
remains of Frivatcs Johnston and | eonard to the national cemetery at the Fresidio, in San Francisco,
Ca]hcornia. The remains of | ieutenant Barrctt were not found at that time, however, and it would not
be until 1928 that his remains would be found. Southern Facific Railroad workers stumbled upon the
remains onlg 3arcls away from the railroad embankment thcg were constructing. Thcsc workers erected
a stone monument over the gravesite in honor of the | icutenant and the two other (Jnion soldiers who
died in the westernmost battle of the War Petween the States. T he monument has since been
removed to Picacho Peak State Park, where it can be seen toc{ag‘ Put | jeutenant James Barrett lies
still where he fell in 1862.%°

The three Union wounded were Corpora| PBotsford and Private T obin of Compan3 A First
California Cavalrg, and FPrivate Glenn of ComPar‘ﬂ 1D of the same chimcnt. Private T obin
narrowlg escaPec{ death..he was shot in the Forehead, but his hat decoration deflected a bullet that
would almost ccrtain[g have been fatal otherwise. T he other two received wounds that were less

serious, and all three made full recoveries.”



April 15,1862

The (Union report on the battle, Penned bg Captain Ca”owag on Aprﬂ 18, 1862, states that in
addition to the three capturecl Comceclerates, three other Con{:ec{erates were severelg wounded.*®
[However, this is not borne out either }33 (onfederate muster rolls or bg Captain [Hunter's own report
of the battle. Surelg if any had been wounded, [Hunter would have mentioned it, and thus it seems most
Iikclg that these (Confederate "casualties" were onlg a bit of wishful thir\king on Ca”owag’s part
(]nteresting!g, recent research has shown that James Grecn and Daniel Gi”elanc{, who were
(onfederate soldiers suPPoscc”g wounded at Ficacho Fass, and who suPPosecHy later died of said
wounds, were not members of Hunter’s Compang at a”, and were not Present at Ficacl’uo Fass‘ Their

compiled service records, now in the National Archives, show that James (Green was a member of

Company r—i, 5t}1 Texas Cava]ry, and Danicl Gi”clanc{ was a member of Compan3 D, 4th Tcxas
Cavalrg, both of which units served with Sibleg’s Armg of New Mexico which advanced up the Rio
(Grande toward A]buquerque while Hunter's Compan}j went to | ucson. Frivatc (ireen died of fever
ina mi!itarg l’uospital at Dona Ana on Mag i, 1862, while rivate (illeland died of wounds received in
the battle of Valverde, Februar\lj 21,1862).7

(Union Captain Ca”owag, upon Ieaming of the results of the battle at Ficacho Pass, seems to have
been struck }33 misaPPrchcnsions regarc{ing the size of r'iuntcr‘s force at Tucson. In his rcPort he
states his belief that the enemy force numbered "about 200 or 250.”50 T‘le may also have read rePor‘cs
in some of the Ca!igornia newspapers which said that the (Confederates at | ucson could muster as
many as 1,500 men.”' [He ordered a retreat, first to the Fima vi”ages, and then to Stanwix Station.
Thcrc he awaited the coming of reinforcements. Thcsc reinforcements soon arrivcd, under the
command of Lieutenant Colonel JOS@P!’I West. West assumed command of the combined 1Corce, and
ordered an advance to the Fima vi”ages, which were reached near the end of APF[] An earthwork
fortification, named [Tort Barrctt after the officer killed at Ficacho Fass, was constructed near White's



Mill, and the (nion force settled down to gather supplies and prepare for the final advance on

52
Tucson

Jamcs f’j chis

Captain rﬂuntcr‘s reaction to the news of the battle at Ficacho Fass was to send a detachment of ten
men, under the command of Lieutenant James H Tevis (recentlﬂ returned from Sonora, Mexico,
where he had commanded the escort of Coloncl Jamcs Rcily) to the battlefield in search of the missing
(Confederate Pickcts. T evis arrived in time to see the retreating {nion force, which he estimated at
200 cavalrg and five wagons (a remarkablfj accurate guess), on the road toward the Fima vi”ages‘ﬂ

[Hunter was dismaﬂcc{ when T evis made his report back in T ucson. |f he were to hold onto Western
Arizona for the Congederac% reinforcements would be needed, and quicl(lg.

On APril 18,1862, Captain [unter wrote to (Governor Baglor at Mesilla, makfng his official report
of the events at Picacho Pass. [ e also Passcc{ on his latest intc”igcncc report rcgarc{ing the size of the
Um'on forces then cncamPcc{ at the Fima vi”agcs, and rcqucstcd reinforcements. "QOur Position here is
rather critical,” [Junter wrote in a classic understatement, “thougl’l with a reinforcement of 250 men we
can hold in check all the forces that can be sent from Calaxcomia (sic).”54 No reinforcements were
Forthcoming‘ however, for bg now the Comceclerate Armg of New Mexico had met defeat at the Battle
of Glorictta Fass, and was in full retreat back to Tcxas.



7 e

Giraves of four Conc{cratc sol&icr 1” b Apachcs, 5 Mag 1862
Dragoon SPrings, Arizona

On May 5, 1862, Captain Hunter's Arizona Rangcrs had the first of two engagements with the
Apac!ﬁe |ndians. A Confederate Foraging party, gathering cattle in the vicinity of Dragoon Sprfngs
gust south of the Prescnt day town of Dragoon, Arizona) was attacked }33 a |argc band of Apachc
warriors led bg their war-chiefs, (Cochise and Francisco‘ﬁﬁ. Four of Hunter's men were killed, and the
Apachcs stole 25 horses and %0 mules.”® Thc dead Confederates were buried at the Buttcrﬁcld
Overlancl Stagecoaclﬁ station at Dragoon Springs. The graves were later found and recorded !33 the
advance elements of the Ca|hcornia Co|umn, and in fact still exist today on land owned bg the US
[Forest Service. Kough stones idcnthcging two of the men...one for Scrgcant Sam [Tord which is dated
Mag 5, 1862 and one with no date for "Richardo," a Hispanfc lad who was Probablg a recent recruit
from T ucson..still stand on the site (]ntcrcstingly, there is a report made after the war bg a former
member of the (Jnion California Column which states that the Foraging party included 3 (nion
Prisoners, members of the detachment commanded bg CaPtain William Mc(Cleave which had been
cap’curecl bg Hunter at the Fima \/i”ages in March, 1862. Tl’lﬁ said report states that these men
Fought the APaches a|ongsicle their Confederate captors, and that one of them inscribed the said
headstones. [However, it is known that [Junter had in April Paroled the 9 enlisted men caPtured
withMcCleave and sent them on their way to Fort Yuma, and McCleave himself would have been in
Mesilla bg this time. So this romantic story would seem to be aPocryPhaD. Ohne of the other two graves
Probablg is that of one Jol’m Donalclson, another recent recruit from Tucson, based on an obituarg
written bg Arizona mine Pioneer and mine owner 531ve5ter Mowrg short|3 afterward.”’ Until rcccntlg
the (J.5. [orest Service had the graves incorrectlg marked as Eeing those of (Jnion California
Column soldiers, but this has been corrected with the he|P of the Arizona Division, Sons of
Congcc{cratc \/ctcrans.

Thc Comccc{cratcs would have their revenge a few days later. Or\ May 9, 1862, a force of 30 men
under the command of [:irst Lieutenant Robert L Swope was sent out to recover the cattle and



mounts lost to the APaCl’lCS on May 5. 5woPe surPrise& the APaclﬁes ancl, accorcling to a Postwar
account bg Frivatc T homas Farrc” of Hunter's company, "ordered a chargc, Icading it himself at least
three horse~lengths ahead of his men.” Swope is also said to have "shot one |ndian who was fofng an
arrow to shoot," and "before the red could fall from his horse...had him sca|Pcd.” The APachcs lost five
killcc{, with no loss to the (onfederates. Much of the livestock was recovered, and the (onfederates
returned in triumplﬁ to Tucson.”

On M33 i4, 1862, Possibly upon reccipt of a report (ho |or\gcr extant) imcorming him of the
ConFec{erate reversals in New Mexico, Captain Hunter gave the order to evacuate Tucson. T!’]e
Congcc{cratc cavalrg rode out of town, never to return. Only Licutenant \Jamcs H chis and a small
detachment remained in Tucson, with orders to watch for the expectea aPProac}'} of the Union forces

and to report their arrival to Captair\ Hur\tcr.”

On the very same dag that Hunter’s command rode out of town, Lt. Colonel Josepl’] R West and
four companics of California imcantry and cavalrg left the Fima \/i”agcs and set out for | ucson.
Rather than ac{vancing clirectlg on | ucson, however, the (Union force instead moved first to occupy
Fort Breckinridgc, northeast of Tucson.éo T he fort had lain abandoned since the dcpar’cure of the
U.Ss. Armg in Mag 1861, who had sct it afire upon |eaving‘ West's command arrived at the fort on
Ma3 18, raising the Stars and Stripcs once again over its blackened ruins. Upon his arrival at the fort

several c{ags latcr, Coloncl Jamcs chr3 Carlcton, overall commander of the Union Calhcomia
Column, renamed it Fort Stanford, after | eland Stanford, (Governor of (_tamzomia.él

Lt. Colone! West was not Present for Carleton‘s re~naming ceremongmlﬁe and his command had
alrcadg dcpartccl for Tucson the next c{ay. On May 20, 1862, with buglcs sounding and guidons
ﬂuttering in the breeze, West's cavalrg ga”opecl into ] ucson. | he imcantrg marched in shortlg
afterward, with fifes and drums gailg Plaging “Yankce Dooc”c.“ Thc Union troops, cxpecting a Fight
with [Hunter's (Confederates, were met only }33 the bemused stares of T ucson's few remaining citizens

after their ovcrlg dramatic entrance into the town.®

The last remaining (Confederates in the town, | t. T evis and his detachment, were almost caPturecJ 133
the Urxionists...cxpccting them to arrive in T ucson via the northwest road from Ficacho Fass, Tevis
and his men bare!g had time to flee from the town as the Yankee cavalrgmen clﬁargeci in from the
northeast. Tevis later wrote of the incident, “Thcy got too close for my health and | left.n T evis and his

detachment got away clean, and later rcjoinccl the rest of [Hunter's command at Mesilla e

Captain Hunter and Company A, Arizona Kangcrs, arrived at Mesilla on May 27, 1862.* The
company was soon combined with two other Arizona units to form | t. (olonel Philemon [Herbert's
Battalion of Arizona Cavalrg. Hunter's Compan3 became Compang 1 A of said battalion, while the
Arizona Guarcls, under CaPtain Thomas Je]c)cerson He|m, became Compan3 ”B,” and the Arizona
Kangcrs of Mcsi“a, gormcrly commanded }35 Captain Gcorgc Frazer but now commanded bg Captain
Granvi”e rﬂcndcrson Ourg, became Company ”C.” e thn most of the Comccc{cratc Armg of Ncw
Mexico, under Brigac{ier (eneral Henrg Hopkins Sibleg, clepartec{ for San Antonio, [Herbert's



Battalion was among the units left behind, under the command of (Colonel William Steele, in a forlorn
attempt to hold the Mcsi”a va”cg and the EI Faso region for the Comccdcracy.éé

A Primc concern of Stcclc’s command c{uring this time was obtaining ac{cquatc suPPIics. (Confederate
Foraging Partics were sent out to requisition food, horses, mulcs, and other supplics from the native
Mexicans of the surrounc{ing region.67 Captain Sherod Hunter and the Arizona Rangers were
involved in these Foraging cxpcc{itions, and, like many other (onfederate units during this Pcrioc{,
encountered resistance from armed Par‘ties of New Mexican gueri”as. On Ju13 i,1862, Hunter and
his men had a sharp clash with these gucri”as near Mcsi”a. Hunter's men aPParC”tIH lost several horses
and their equipment cluring this encounter, but no casualties killed or wounded. [t is not known whether

ornot any of the gucri”as fell victim to (Confederate bullets cluring this cngagcmcnt.ég

T!’xe clash between Hunter‘s Congeclerates and the New Mexican gueri”as took Place as the clags of
(Confederate Arizona were at last clrawing to a close. | hree c{ags later, on Ju[g 4, 1862, advance
elements of the (alifornia Column reached the banks of the Rio (Grande near [Fort T horn. Within
three dags after that, Colonel Steclc and his entire command (including [Hunter and the Arizona
Rangers) were in retreat to San Antonio and saxcetg‘w Tl’le Arizona Rangers were thus among the
very last (onfederate units to withdraw from the (Confederate Tcrritory of Arizona, and with their

going, (onfederate Arizona ceased to exist.
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